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David Dalzell, lead artist for the Thursford Village Sign restoration project 
David is holding the metal work under the sign, telephone receivers – now painted red, so 

linking the sign to the BT box.   
 

Photo kindly supplied
 

Key objectives of the project: 

To restore, but not to change the metal work features of the sign 

To enhance elements of the sign such as the tree, the horse and cart and the steam engine 

Introduce sunlight into the sign 

Link the sign to the BT box with red telephone receivers featured on the sign 



Notes from the Parish Council meeting 
held on 9th September 
NCC Cllr Aquerone had sent a report in 
which he informed the PC that the extra 
money allocated by the government for 
Social Care could amount to £18m for 
Norfolk which NCC could increase by a 
further £8m through the Council Tax. He 
stated that he was keen to have PC views 
in the NCC budget process. He informed 
the PC that he was unlikely to be able to 
attend evening meetings until January due 
to the imminent arrival of his second child. 
NNDC Cllr Kershaw informed the PC that 
NNDC was now made up of 30 Lib Dems, 
4 Independents and 6 Conservatives. 
£17k has been allocated to prepare N 
Norfolk for Brexit. NNDC are taking 
account that 50% of NN population are 
retired and that only 40% of the population 
are actively working and that the current 
NNDC aims to be an enabler, not a block 
and he would aim to respond to any 
queries from residents or cllrs. The Chair 
thanked Cllr Kershaw for coming. 
Public Participation. Noted there was to 
be an allotment bonfire event on 9th 
November Thursford Collection also 
planned a bonfire on 2nd November. 
New Clerk Kerry Harris was appointed 
Parish Clerk and Responsble Financial 
Officer.  She would work alongside the 
retiring Clerk during September.  
Highway matters The planned closure of 
the Street for 3 days for water connections 
was noted.  There is continued concern 
about access to Station Road from Brick 
Kiln Road. The Chairman would contact 
the Highways Officer at NCC to request a 
meeting with the PC concerning the 
problems of crossing the main road 
(A148). 
WWI and Village Sign Projects  The 
Village Sign is going back on site on 
Friday at 12.30. Everyone would be 
welcome to attend a planned event.  
Praise was given regarding the new bench 
on the Green, and the archway over the 
gate was awaited. 
”Operation Tower Bridge” The retiring 
Clerk summarised the content of the 
report which related to planning for the 

death of the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh. Councillors would review the 
suggestions and discuss proposals at the 
next meeting – these included an area to 
lay flowers, tolling the bell, erection of a 
flag pole on the Green and a 
commemoration book. 
Update on St Andrews re-development 
Project Work is about to start on 
installingthe water and drainage for the 
disabled toilet, to be installed in the vestry. 
Half the  required amount of money has 
been raised. The same contractor is being 
used who repaired the roof.  
County Wildlife Site (CWS) on 
Gunthorpe Road The Retiring 
Clerkadvised that a number of trees have 
been cut down along Gunthorpe Road, a 
county wildlife site. The PC had no 
jurisdication with the site but it would be 
interesting to know about the 
management of the site. She would report 
back to the next meeting. 
Flower Tubs on the Green Thanks were 
given for the great floral display on the 
Village Green.  The tubs had once again 
looked spectacular.  
Village Green enhancement The Council 
had agreed to remove the sign and have it 
restored by volunteers, at their July 
meeting. The “new look” Village Sign, 
while retaining all of the metal features, 
would have some sunlight streaks across 
it and the  metal coils adjoining the sides 
of the sign will be painted red to pick up 
on the colour of the neighbouring BT box. 
The bench adjacent the wall of the Old 
School has also been restored.  The 
original wooden slats, made from timbers 
taken out of the old Thursford Workhouse, 
have been replaced by upcycled old 
timbers cut to the size of the bench. A 
metal archway is due to be installed 
around the bench decorated with the 
letters WW1.  Thanks to our volunteer 
team for doing all of this work. It makes 
our Village Green even more special. 

To note the date of the next meeting 
(Budget Meeting) 11th November and 
meeting dates for 2020 - Jan 27th, Mar 
30th, Sept 7th, Nov 9th 

 Newly discovered memorial in St 
Andrews Churchyard 



Volunteers collecting fallen leaves and 
twigs in the churchyard during the 
Summer came across a monolith 
memorial stone which was lying hidden 
under the grass.  The name on the 
memorial is Hambling Gould, who died 
aged 19 years The date on the memorial 
is 16th April 1862. We note that the first 
name recorded in the burials book for the 
“new” cemetery was Esther Gould who 
died on 4th February 1878 age 72. Esther 
was wife of Henry, a farmer in Thursford,  
who died in 1881 age 83. 

 
 

Summer surprise as St Andrew’s 
church Thursford receives funding 
boost  A much-loved St Andrews Church 
is to share in a £290,000 funding payout 
from the National Churches Trust.  A 
£10,000 National Churches Trust 
Cornerstone Grant will help fund the 
installation of an accessible toilet, 
kitchenette and associated drainage 
works at the Grade II* listed St Andrew’s 
church, Thursford, helping the church to 
better serve its local community. 
Broadcaster and journalist Huw Edwards, 
Vice President of The National Churches 
Trust, said: “The UK's historic churches 
and chapels are a vital part of our national 
heritage. But to survive, many need to 
carry out urgent repairs and install modern 
facilities. The cost of this work is far 
beyond what most congregations can pay 
for themselves.” “So I’m delighted that the 
St Andrew’s church, Thursford, is being 

helped with a £10,000 National Churches 
Trust Grant. The work to install an 
accessible toilet will help the church better 
serve its community.” The church dates 
back to the 13th Century but was 
extensively restored in the late 19th 
Century and contains some notable 
Victorian stained glass. This includes the 
east window designed by Albert Moore 
and described by Pevsner as "one of the 
most beautiful of its time in England". 
Work has now started on the drainage 
needed in the Churchyard and the Church 
to allow the toilet and servery to be 
constructed. Church facts – Norfolk has 
659 medieval churches the highest 
concerntration in the world; 120 of 
Norfolk’s churches are round towered - 
more than any other county; 2018 23 
churches and chapels were removed from 
the Heritage at Risk Register with the 
support of the Trust’s grants. 
www.exploringnorfolkchurches.org   

N&N Hospital Charity – Boudiccia Appeal 
Help raise £800,000 or a new dedicated breats Unit at the N&N.  The number of patients 
referred from GP’s in the past 5 years has doubled.  The Appeal will fund a new unit 
enabling faster diagnosis and treatmen; state of the art equipment asnd same day diagnostic 
tests so that patients only need attend the clinic once; purpose built consultation, counselling 
and treatment spaces and overall a better experience for patients. www.nnuhcharity.org.uk 
fundraising@nnuh.nhs.uk Ref Charity 1048170 

Making Norfolk and Waveney a healthier place to live Every day we make choices that 
affect our own health and wellbeing, and many of us spend time caring for other people too - 
our partners, children, parents and friends. As a result, we all have lots of experiences of 
caring for others, and being cared for. Local NHS and care organisations are working 
together to develop a five year plan for health and care in Norfolk and Waveney. We need 
you to turn all your experiences into good ideas about how we can improve the health and 
wellbeing of people living locally. Join our online conversation to share your ideas about how 



we can make Norfolk and Waveney a healthier place to live, and to see what other people 
are saying too. Your ideas might just save a life, so get involved 
https://ingoodhealth.dialogue 

New bench comes to life! 
We now have a newly restiored bench on 
the Village Green.  The wood used for the 
slats of the original bench came from the 
Thursford Workhouse.  Our talented 
volunteer restorer Chris has used old 
wood to replace the slats.  One of the 
original slats removed from the bench still 
had some good wood in it, and it has been 
“turned” into a bowl with a William IV coin 

inserted – the date on the coin is the year 
the Workhouse opened. 

 
Thursford Assist (TA) Set up last year by four volunteers in the village, this small 
organization has just benefitted from a grant from the North Norfolk District Council BIG 
Society Fund.  The money will be used to promote TA within the community.  TA provides 
one off help and support for those in need in our community.  If you need that helping hand call 
878476 / 07826067935 
 
 
Dates for the diary: 
Saturday 28th September 10.30 Wisteria Cottage Heath Lane  A Coffee morning in aid of 
Macmillan. This will be followed by a Ploughmans Lunch £8 including a glass of wine.  
Saturday 12th October 7.00 – 7.30 p.m. Concert st St Andrews with the Samphires £10 on 
the door 
Saturday 2nd November 6.00 p.m. Hog Roast and bonfire – by invitation from the Collection 
Saturday 9th November - Allotment bonfire 
Friday 15th November 7.00 Quiz Night at Binham Chequers £15.00 to include sausage and 
mash and pud Please book by telephoning 830297

 
The Pumpkin House 

 
Opens19th October – 31st October 10.00 – 4.00 

p.m. 
Brookhill Farm, Fakenham Road, NR21 0BD 
The Pumpkin House is made up of over 1000 
pumpkins and you can choose your pumpkin. 

Pumpkins are individually priced and 50p from each 
purchase will go to the Benjamin Foundation 

Charity. 
Included in the cost of the pumpkin are a free guide 

on how to carve, cook and grow your own. 
Note that parking is in the farmyard so good idea to 

have wellies! 
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